EXERCISE 15.4

Revising: Faulty or excessive subordination

Revise the following sentences to eliminate faulty or excessive subordination

and to achieve proper emphasis. Correct faulty subordination by reversing main and subordinate structures. Correct excessive subordination by coordinating equal ideas or by making separate sentences. Possible answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

Terrified to return home, he had driven his mother’s car into a cornfield.

Having driven his mother’s car into a cornfield, he was terrified to return home.

*1. Genaro González is a talented writer, which means that his stories and novels have been published to critical acclaim. 

*2. He loves to write, although he has also earned a doctorate in psychology.

3. His first story, which reflects his growing consciousness of his Aztec heritage and place in the world, is titled “Un Hijo del Sol.”

4. González, who writes equally well in English and Spanish, received a large fellowship that enabled him to take a leave of absence from the University of Texas–Pan American, where he teaches psychology, so that for a year he could write full-time.

5. González wrote the first version of “Un Hijo del Sol” while he was a sophomore at Pan American, which is in the Rio Grande valley of southern Texas, which González calls “el Valle” in the story.

