EXERCISE 16.1

Revising: Parallelism

Revise the following sentences to create parallelism wherever it is required for grammar and coherence. Add or delete words or rephrase as necessary. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

After emptying her bag, searching the apartment, and she called the library, Jennifer realized she had lost the book.  After emptying her bag, searching the apartment, and calling the library, Jennifer realized she had lost the book.

*1. The ancient Greeks celebrated four athletic contests: the Olympic Games at Olympia, the Isthmian Games were held near Corinth, at Delphi the Pythian Games, and the Nemean Games were sponsored by the people of Cleonae.

*2. Each day the games consisted of either athletic events or holding ceremonies and sacrifices to the gods. 

*3. In the years between the games, competitors were taught wrestling, javelin throwing, and how to box. 

*4. Competitors participated in running sprints, spectacular chariot and horse races, and running long distances while wearing full armor.

*5. The purpose of such events was developing physical strength, demonstrating skill and endurance, and to sharpen the skills needed for war.

6. Events were held for both men and for boys.

7. At the Olympic Games the spectators cheered their favorites to victory, attended sacrifices to the gods, and they feasted on the meat not burned in offerings. 

8. The athletes competed less to achieve great wealth than for gaining honor both for themselves and their cities. 

9. Of course, exceptional athletes received financial support from patrons, poems and statues by admiring artists, and they even got lavish living quarters from their sponsoring cities.

10. With the medal counts and flag ceremonies, today’s Olympians sometimes seem to be proving their countries’ superiority more than to demonstrate individual talent.

