EXERCISE 17.1

Revising: Variety

The following paragraph consists entirely of simple sentences that begin with their subjects. Use the techniques discussed in this chapter to vary the sentences. Delete, add, change, and rearrange words to make the paragraph more readable and to make important ideas stand out clearly. Answers to starred sentences appear at the end of the book. 

*The Italian volcano Vesuvius had been dormant for many years. *It then exploded on August 24 in the year AD 79. *The ash, pumice, and mud from the volcano buried two busy towns. *Herculaneum is one. *The more famous is Pompeii. Both towns lay undiscovered for many centuries. Herculaneum and Pompeii were discovered in 1709 and 1748, respectively. The excavation of Pompeii was the more systematic. It was the occasion for initiating modern

methods of conservation and restoration. Herculaneum was simply looted of its more valuable finds. It was then left to disintegrate.  Pompeii appears much as it did before the eruption. A luxurious house opens onto a lush central garden. An election poster decorates a wall. A dining table is set for breakfast.

