EXERCISE 18.1

Revising: Appropriate words

Rewrite the following sentences as needed for standard written English, focusing on inappropriate slang, technical or pretentious language, and biased language. Consult a dictionary to determine whether particular words are appropriate and to find suitable substitutes.  Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

If negotiators get hyper during contract discussions, they may mess up chances for a settlement.

If negotiators become excited or upset during contract discussions, they may harm chances for a settlement.

*1. Acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) is a major deal all over the world.

*2. The disease gets around primarily by sexual intercourse, exchange of bodily fluids, shared needles, and blood transfusions.

*3. Those who think the disease is limited to homos and druggies are quite mistaken. 

*4. Stats suggest that in the United States one in every five hundred college kids carries the virus.

*5. A person with AIDS does not deserve to be subjected to exclusionary behavior or callousness on the part of his fellow citizens.  Instead, he has the necessity for all the compassion, medical care, and financial assistance due those who are in the extremity of illness.

6. An AIDS victim often sees a team of doctors or a single doctor with a specialized practice. 

7. The doctor may help his patients by obtaining social services for them as well as by providing medical care.

8. The AIDS sufferer who loses his job may need public assistance.

9. For someone who is very ill, a full-time nurse may be necessary.  She can administer medications and make the sick person as comfortable as possible.

10. Some people with AIDS have insurance, but others lack the bread for premiums. 

