EXERCISE 18.4

Revising: Denotation

Revise any underlined word below that is used incorrectly. Consult a dictionary if you are uncertain of a word’s precise meaning. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book. 

Example:

Sam and Dave are going to Bermuda and Hauppage, respectfully, for spring vacation.

Sam and Dave are going to Bermuda and Hauppage, respectively, for spring vacation.

*1. Maxine Hong Kingston was rewarded many prizes for her first two books, The Woman Warrior and China Men.

*2. Kingston sites her mother’s tales about ancestors and ancient Chinese customs as the sources of these memoirs.

*3. Two of Kingston’s progeny, her great-grandfathers, are focal points of China Men.

*4. Both men led rebellions against suppressive employers: a sugarcane farmer and a railroad-construction engineer.

*5. In her childhood Kingston was greatly effected by her mother’s tale about a pregnant aunt who was ostracized by villagers. 

6. The aunt gained avengeance by drowning herself in the village’s water supply.

7. Kingston decided to make her nameless relative infamous by giving her immortality in The Woman Warrior.

8. Kingston’s novel Tripmaster Monkey has been called the premiere novel about the 1960s. 

9. Her characters embody the principles that led to her own protest against the Vietnam War.

10. Kingston’s innovative books infer her opposition to racism and sexism both in the China of the past and in the United States of the present.

