EXERCISE 18.10

Revising: Trite expressions

Revise the following sentences to eliminate trite expressions. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

The basketball team had almost seized victory, but it faced the test of truth in the last quarter of the game.

The basketball team seemed about to win, but the real test came in the last quarter of the game.

*1. The disastrous consequences of the war have shaken the small nation to its roots.

*2. Prices for food have shot sky high, and citizens have sneaking suspicions that others are making a killing on the black market.

*3. Medical supplies are so few and far between that even civilians who are as sick as dogs cannot get treatment.

*4. With most men fighting or injured or killed, women have had to bite the bullet and bear the men’s burden in farming and manufacturing.

*5. Last but not least, the war’s heavy drain on the nation’s pocketbook has left the economy in shambles.

6. Our reliance on foreign oil to support our driving habit has hit record highs in recent years. 

7. Gas-guzzling sport-utility vehicles are responsible for part of the increase.

8. In the near future, we may have to bite the bullet and make use of public transportation or drive more fuel-efficient cars. 

9. Both solutions are easier said than done. 

10. But it stands to reason that we cannot go on using the world’s oil reserves at such a rapid rate.

