EXERCISE 21.1

Identifying nouns, pronouns, and verbs

Identify the words that function as nouns, pronouns, and verbs in the following sentences, using the initials N, P, or V. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

N V N PV N

The gingko tree has another name: it is the maidenhair tree. 

*1. Ancestors of the gingko tree, a relic from the age of the dinosaurs, lived 175 to 200 million years ago.

*2. The tree sometimes grows to over a hundred feet in height.

*3. It has fan-shaped leaves about three inches wide.

*4. A deciduous tree, the gingko loses its leaves in the fall after they turn bright yellow.

*5. The gingko tree is esteemed in the United States and Europe as an ornamental tree.

6. Because the gingko shows tolerance for smoke, low temperatures, and low rainfall, it appears in many cities.

7. A shortcoming, however, is the foul odor of its fruit.

8. The fruit of the gingko looks something like a plum.

9. Inside the fruit lies a large white seed that some Asians value as a food.

10. Because only the female gingko bears fruit, the male is more common as an ornamental tree.

