EXERCISE 22.1

Identifying subjects and predicates

In the following sentences, draw a vertical line between the complete subject and the complete predicate. Underline each simple subject once and each simple predicate twice. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

The pony, the light horse, and the draft horse are the three main types of domestic horses.

*1. The horse has a long history of serving humanity but today is mainly a show and sport animal.

*2. A member of the genus Equus, the domestic horse is related to the wild Przewalski’s horse, the ass, and the zebra.

*3. The domestic horse and its relatives are all plains-dwelling herd animals.

*4. An average-sized adult horse may require twenty-six pounds or more of pasture feed or hay per day.

*5. Racehorses require grain for part of their forage.

6. Oddly, the modern horse evolved in North America and then became extinct here after spreading to other parts of the world. 

7. It was reintroduced here by the Spaniards, profoundly affecting the culture of Native Americans.

8. The North American animals called wild horses are actually descended from escaped domesticated horses that reproduced in the wild.

9. According to records, horses were hunted and domesticated as early as four to five thousand years ago.

10. The earliest ancestor of the modern horse may have been eohippus, approximately 55 million years ago.

