EXERCISE 23.1

Identifying phrases

In each sentence below, identify every verbal, appositive, and verbal, appositive, prepositional, and absolute phrase. (Some sentences contain more than one such word or phrase.) Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

Modern English contains words borrowed from many sources.

*1. Because of its many synonyms, or words with similar meanings, English can make it difficult to choose the exact word. 

*2. Borrowing words from other languages such as French and Latin, English acquired an unusual number of synonyms.

*3. Having so many choices, how does a writer decide between motherly and maternal or among womanly, feminine, and female?

*4. Some people prefer longer and more ornate words to avoid the flatness of shortened words.

*5. During the Renaissance a heated debate occurred between the Latinists, favoring Latin words, and the Saxonists, preferring native Anglo-Saxon words.

6. Students in writing classes are often told to choose the shorter word, generally an Anglo-Saxon derivative.

7. Better advice, wrote William Hazlitt, is the principle of choosing “the best word in common use.”

8. Keeping this principle in mind, a writer would choose either womanly, the Anglo-Saxon word, or feminine, a French derivative, according to meaning and situation.

9. Synonyms rarely have exactly the same meaning, usage having defined differences.

10. The Old English word handbook, for example, has a slightly different meaning from the French derivative manual, a close synonym.

