EXERCISE 24.1

Identifying sentence structures

Mark the main clauses and subordinate clauses in the following sentences. Then identify each sentence as simple, compound, complex, or compound-complex. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

The human voice is produced in the larynx, a section of the throat that has two bands called vocal chords. [Complex.]

*1. Our world has many sounds, but they all have one thing in common.

*2. The one thing that all sounds share is that they are produced by vibrations.

*3. The vibrations make the air move in waves, and these sound waves travel to the ear.

*4. When sound waves enter the ear, the brain has to interpret them.

*5. Sound waves can also travel through other material, such as water and even the solid earth.

6. Some sounds are pleasant, and others, which we call noise, are not.

7. Most noises are produced by irregular vibrations at irregular intervals; an example is the barking of a dog.

8. Sounds have frequency and pitch.

9. When an object vibrates rapidly, it produces high-frequency, high-pitched sounds.

10. People can hear sounds over a wide range of frequencies; dogs and cats can hear sounds with higher frequencies. 

