EXERCISE 25.1

Using irregular verbs

For each irregular verb in parentheses, supply either the past tense or the past participle, as appropriate, and identify the form you used. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

Though we had [hide] the cash box, it was [steal].

Though we had hidden the cash box, it was stolen. [Two past participles.]

*1. The world population has [grow] by two-thirds of a billion people in less than a decade.

*2. Recently it [break] the 6 billion mark.

*3. Experts have [draw] pictures of a crowded future.

*4. They predict that the world population may have [slide] up to as much as 10 billion by the year 2050.

*5. Though the food supply [rise] in the last decade, the share to each person [fall].

6. At the same time the water supply, which had actually [become] healthier in the twentieth century, [sink] in size and quality.

7. The number of species on earth [shrink] by 20 percent.

8. Changes in land use [run] nomads and subsistence farmers off the land.

9. Yet all has not been [lose].

10. Recently human beings have [begin] to heed these and other problems and to explore how technology can be [drive] to help the earth and all its populations.

11. Some new techniques for waste processing have [prove] effective.

12. Crop management has [take] some pressure off lands with poor soil, allowing their owners to produce food.

13. Genetic engineering could replenish food supplies that have [shrink].

