EXERCISE 26.1

Adjusting tense sequence: Past or past perfect tense

The tenses in each sentence below are in correct sequence. Change the tense of one verb as instructed. Then change the tenses of other verbs as needed to restore correct sequence. Some items have more than one possible answer. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

Delgado will call when he reaches his destination. (Change will call to called.)

Delgado called when he reached [or had reached] his destination.

*1. Diaries that Adolf Hitler is supposed to have written have surfaced in Germany. (Change have surfaced to had surfaced.)

*2. Many people believe that the diaries are authentic because a well-known historian has declared them so. (Change believe to believed.)

3. However, the historian’s evaluation has been questioned by other authorities, who call the diaries forgeries. (Change has been questioned to was questioned.)

4. They claim, among other things, that the paper is not old enough to have been used by Hitler. (Change claim to claimed.)

5. Eventually, the doubters will win the debate because they have the best evidence. (Change will win to won.)

