EXERCISE 26.2

Revising: Tense sequence with conditional sentences

Supply the appropriate tense for each verb in brackets below. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

If Babe Ruth or Jim Thorpe [be] athletes today, they [remind] us that even sports heroes must contend with a harsh reality. 

If Babe Ruth or Jim Thorpe were athletes today, they might [or could or would] remind us that even sports heroes must contend with a harsh reality.

*1. When an athlete [turn] professional, he or she commits to a grueling regimen of mental and physical training.

*2. If athletes [be] less committed, they [disappoint] teammates, fans, and themselves.

*3. If professional athletes [be] very lucky, they may play until age forty.

*4. Unless an athlete achieves celebrity status, he or she [have] few employment choices after retirement.

*5. If professional sports [be] less risky, athletes [have] longer careers and more choices after retirement.

6. If you think you [be] exposed to the flu in the winter, you [get] a flu shot.

7. If you are allergic to eggs, you [have] an allergic reaction to the flu shot.

8. If you get the flu after having a flu shot, your illness [be] milder.

9. If you had had a flu shot last year, you [avoid] the illness.

10. If you [be] not so afraid of shots, you [will] get a flu shot every year.

