EXERCISE 26.3

Changing verb tense in indirect quotations

Change each quotation into an indirect quotation, deleting quotation marks and changing verbs as necessary so that they are in the correct tense sequence. As needed, also change capital letters to small letters and add that or whether to each indirect quotation.  You may also have to change I to he or she. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

Friedrich Nietzsche said, “Woman was God’s second mistake.”

Friedrich Nietzsche said that woman was God’s second mistake.

*1. In his speech accepting the Nobel Prize, William Faulkner said, “I believe that man will not merely endure: he will prevail.”

*2. Cornelia Otis Skinner commented cynically, “Woman’s virtue is man’s greatest invention.”

3. Just as cynically, Ogden Nash declared, “Women would rather be right than reasonable.”

4. Nietzsche asked, “Is man only a blunder of God, or God only a blunder of man?”

5. Mistinguett, the French dancer, commented teasingly: “A kiss can be a comma, a question mark, or an exclamation point.”

