EXERCISE 28.2

Converting between active and passive voices

To practice using the two voices of the verb, convert the verbs in the following sentences from active to passive or from passive to active. (In converting from passive to active, you may need to add a subject.) Which version of the sentence seems more effective and why? Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

The aspiring actor was discovered in a nightclub.

A talent scout discovered the actor in a nightclub.

*1. When the Eiffel Tower was built in 1889, it was thought by the French to be ugly.

*2. At the time, many people still resisted industrial technology. 

3. The tower’s naked steel construction typified this technology.

4. Beautiful ornament was expected to grace fine buildings.

5. Further, a structure without solid walls could not even be called a building.

