EXERCISE 29.1

Revising: Subject-verb agreement

Revise the verbs in the following sentences as needed to make subjects and verbs agree in number. If the sentence is already correct as given, circle the number preceding it. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

Each of the job applicants type sixty words per minute.

Each of the job applicants types sixty words per minute.

*1. Weinstein & Associates are a consulting firm that try to make businesspeople laugh.

*2. Statistics from recent research suggests that humor relieves stress.

*3. Reduced stress in businesses in turn reduce illness and absenteeism.

*4. Reduced stress can also reduce friction within an employee group, which then work together more productively.

*5. In special conferences held by one consultant, each of the participants practice making others laugh.

6. “Isn’t there enough laughs within you to spread the wealth?” the consultant asks his students.

7. The consultant quotes Casey Stengel’s rule that the best way to keep your management job is to separate the underlings who hate you from the ones who have not decided how they feel.

8. Such self-deprecating comments in public is uncommon among business managers, the consultant says.

9. Each of the managers in a typical firm take the work much too seriously.

10. The humorous boss often feels like the only one of the managers who have other things in mind besides profits.

11. One consultant to many companies suggest cultivating office humor with practical jokes such as a rubber fish in the water cooler.

12. When a manager or employees regularly posts cartoons on the bulletin board, office spirit usually picks up.

13. When someone who has seemed too easily distracted is entrusted with updating the cartoons, his or her concentration often improves.

14. In the face of levity, the former sourpuss becomes one of those who hides bad temper.

15. Every one of the consultants caution, however, that humor has no place in life-affecting corporate situations such as employee layoffs.

