EXERCISE 29.2

Adjusting for subject-verb agreement

Rewrite the following paragraphs to change the underlined words from plural to singular. (You will sometimes need to add a or the for the singular, as in the example below.) Then change verbs as necessary so that they agree with their new subjects. Answers to the first paragraph appear at the end of the book.

Example:

Siberian tigers are an endangered subspecies.

The Siberian tiger is an endangered subspecies.

*Siberian tigers are the largest living cats in the world, much bigger than their relative the Bengal tiger. *They grow to a length of nine to twelve feet, including their tails, and to a height of about three and a half feet. *They can weigh over six hundred pounds.  *These carnivorous hunters live in northern China and Korea as well as in Siberia. *During the long winter of this Arctic climate, the yellowish striped coats get a little lighter in order to blend with the snow-covered  landscape. *The coats also grow quite thick, since the tigers have to withstand temperatures as low as –50°F.  Siberian tigers sometimes have to travel great distances to find food. They need about twenty pounds of food a day because of

their size and the cold climate, but when they have fresh food they may eat as much as a hundred pounds at one time. They hunt mainly deer, boars, and even bears, plus smaller prey such as fish and rabbits. They pounce on their prey and grab them by the back of the neck. Animals that are not killed immediately are thrown to the ground and suffocated with a bite to the throat. Then the tigers

feast. 

