EXERCISE 30.2

Choosing between who and whom

From the pairs in brackets, select the appropriate form of the pronoun in each of the following sentences. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

My mother asked me [who, whom] I was meeting.

My mother asked me whom I was meeting.

*1. The school administrators suspended Jurgen, [who, whom] they suspected of setting the fire.

*2. Jurgen had been complaining to other custodians, [who, whom] reported him.

*3. He constantly complained of unfair treatment from [whoever, whomever] happened to be passing in the halls, including pupils.

*4. “[Who, Whom] here has heard Mr. Jurgen’s complaints?” the police asked.

*5. “[Who, Whom] did he complain most about?”

6. His coworkers agreed that Jurgen seemed less upset with the staff or students, most of [who, whom] he did not even know, than with the building itself.

7. “He took out his aggression on the building,” claimed one coworker [who, whom] often witnessed Jurgen’s behavior.

8. “He cursed and kicked the walls and [whoever, whomever] he saw nearby.”

9. The coworker thought that Jurgen might have imagined people [who, whom] instructed him to behave the way he did.

10. “He’s someone [who, whom] other people can’t get next to,” said the coworker.

