EXERCISE 31.1

Revising: Pronoun-antecedent agreement

Revise the following sentences so that pronouns and their antecedents agree in person and number. Some items have more than one possible answer. Try to avoid the generic he (see p. 287). If you change the subject of a sentence, be sure to change the verb as necessary for agreement. If a sentence is already correct as given, circle the number preceding it. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

Each of the Boudreaus’ children brought their laundry home at Thanksgiving.

All of the Boudreaus’ children brought their laundry home at Thanksgiving. Or: Each of the Boudreaus’ children brought laundry home at Thanksgiving. Or: Each of the Boudreaus’ children brought his or her laundry home at Thanksgiving.

*1. Each girl raised in a Mexican American family in the Rio Grande Valley of Texas hopes that one day they will be given a quinceañera party for their fifteenth birthday.

*2. Such celebrations are very expensive because it entails a religious service followed by a huge party.

*3. A girl’s immediate family, unless they are wealthy, cannot afford the party by themselves.

*4. Her parents will ask each close friend or relative if they can help with the preparations.

*5. Surrounded by her family and attended by her friends and their escorts, the quinceañera is introduced as a young woman eligible for fashionable Mexican American society.

6. Almost any child will quickly astound observers with their capabilities. 

7. Despite their extensive research and experience, neither child psychologists nor parents have yet figured out how children work.

8. Of course, the family has a tremendous influence on the development of a child in their midst. 

9. Each member of the immediate family exerts their own unique pull on the child.

10. Other relatives, teachers, and friends also can affect the child’s view of the world and of themselves.

11. The workings of genetics also strongly influence the child, but it may never be fully understood.

12. The psychology community cannot agree in its views of whether nurture or nature is more important in a child’s development.

13. Another debated issue is whether the child’s emotional development or their intellectual development is more central.

14. Just about everyone has their strong opinion on these issues, often backed up by evidence.

15. Neither the popular press nor scholarly journals devote much of their space to the wholeness of the child.

