EXERCISE 32.1

Revising: Pronoun reference

Many of the pronouns in the following sentences do not refer to specific, appropriate antecedents. Revise the sentences as necessary to make them clear. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

In Grand Teton National Park they have moose, elk, and trumpeter swans.

Moose, elk, and trumpeter swans live in Grand Teton National Park.

*1. “Life begins at forty” is a cliché many people live by, and this may or may not be true.

*2. Living successfully or not depends on one’s definition of it. 

*3. When she was forty, Pearl Buck’s novel The Good Earth won the Pulitzer Prize.

*4. Buck was raised in a missionary family in China, and she wrote about it in her novels.

*5. In The Good Earth you have to struggle, but fortitude is rewarded.

6. Buck received much critical praise and earned over $7 million, but she was very modest about it.

7. Pearl Buck donated most of her earnings to a foundation for Asian American children that proves her generosity.

8. Kenneth Kaunda, past president of Zambia, was elected to it in 1964, when he was forty.

9. When Catherine I became Empress of Russia at age forty, they feared more than loved her. 

10. At forty, Paul Revere made his famous ride to warn American revolutionary leaders that the British were going to arrest them. This gave the colonists time to prepare for battle.

11. In the British House of Commons they did not welcome fortyyear-old Nancy Astor as the first female member when she entered in 1919.

12. In AD 610 Muhammad, age forty, began to have a series of visions that became the foundation of the Muslim faith. Since then, millions of people have become one.

13. In the Book of Romance it reserves a chapter for the story of Elizabeth Barrett, who at forty married Robert Browning against her father’s wishes.

14. In the 1840s they did not normally defy their fathers, but Elizabeth was too much in love to obey.

15. She left a poetic record of her love for Robert, and readers still enjoy reading them.

