EXERCISE 34.1

Revising: Misplaced modifiers

Revise the following sentences so that modifiers clearly and appropriately describe the intended words. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

Although at first I feared the sensation of flight, I came to enjoy flying over time.

Although at first I feared the sensation of flight, over time I came to enjoy flying.

*1. People dominate in our society who are right-handed.

*2. Hand tools, machines, and doors even are designed for righthanded people.

*3. However, nearly 15 percent may be left-handed of the population.

*4. Children often when they begin school prefer one hand or the other.

*5. Parents and teachers should not try to deliberately change a child’s preference for the left hand. 

6. Women have contributed much to American culture of great value.

7. For example, Elizabeth Pinckney during the colonial era introduced indigo, the source of a valuable blue dye.

8. Emma Willard founded the Troy Female Seminary, the first institution to provide a college-level education for women in 1821.

9. Mary Lyon founded Mount Holyoke Female Seminary as the first true women’s college with directors and a campus who would sustain the college even after Lyon’s death.

10. Una was the first US newspaper, which was founded by Pauline Wright Davis in 1853, that was dedicated to gaining women’s rights.

11. Mitchell’s Comet was discovered in 1847, which was named for Maria Mitchell.

12. Mitchell was the first American woman astronomer who lived from 1818 to 1889. 

13. She was a member at Vassar College of the first faculty.

14. She was when elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 1848 the first woman to join the prestigious organization.

15. Mitchell said that she was persistent rather than especially capable when asked about her many accomplishments.

