EXERCISE 34.3

Revising: Dangling modifiers

Revise the following sentences to eliminate any dangling modifiers.  Each item has more than one possible answer. If a sentence is already correct as given, circle the number preceding it. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

Driving north, the vegetation became more sparse.

Driving north, we noticed that the vegetation became more sparse. Or: As we drove north, the vegetation became more sparse.

*1. After accomplishing many deeds of valor, Andrew Jackson’s fame led to his election to the presidency in 1828 and 1832.

*2. While still very young, both of Jackson’s parents had died.

*3. To aid the American Revolution, service as a mounted courier was Jackson’s choice.

*4. After being struck with a saber by a British officer, Jackson’s craggy face bore a scar.

*5. Though not well educated, a successful career as a lawyer and judge proved Jackson’s ability.

6. Winning many military battles, the American public believed in Jackson’s leadership.

7. Earning the nicknames “Old Hickory” and “Sharp Knife,” the War of 1812 established Jackson’s military prowess. 

8. Losing only six dead and ten wounded, the triumph of the Battle of New Orleans burnished Jackson’s reputation. 

9. After putting down raiding parties from Florida, Jackson’s victories helped pressure Spain to cede that territory.

10. While briefly governor of Florida, the US presidency became Jackson’s goal.

