EXERCISE 35.2

Revising: Sentence fragments

Revise the following paragraphs to eliminate sentence fragments by combining them with main clauses or rewriting them as main clauses. Answers to the first paragraph appear at the end of the book.

Example:

Gymnosperms, the most advanced of nonflowering plants.  They thrive in diverse environments.

Gymnosperms, the most advanced of nonflowering plants, thrive in diverse environments. Or: Gymnosperms are the most advanced of nonflowering plants. They thrive in diverse environments.

*People generally avoid eating mushrooms except those they buy in stores. *But in fact many varieties of mushrooms are edible.  *Mushrooms are members of a large group of vegetation called nonflowering plants. *Including algae, mosses, ferns, and coniferous trees. *Even the giant redwoods of California. *Most of the

nonflowering plants prefer moist environments. *Such as forest floors, fallen timber, and still water. *Mushrooms, for example.  *They prefer moist, shady soil. *Algae grow in water.  Most mushrooms, both edible and inedible, are members of a class called basidium fungi. A term referring to their method of reproduction.

The basidia produce spores. Which can develop into mushrooms. This classification including the prized meadow mushroom, cultivated commercially, and the amanitas. The amanita group contains both edible and poisonous species. Another familiar group of mushrooms, the puffballs. They are easily identified by their round shape. Their spores are contained under a thick

skin. Which eventually ruptures to release the spores. The famous morels are in still another group. These pitted, spongy mushrooms called sac fungi because the spores develop in sacs.  Anyone interested in mushrooms as food should heed the US Public Health Service warning. Not to eat any wild mushrooms unless their identity and edibility are established without a doubt.

