EXERCISE 36.1

Sentence combining: Comma splices and fused sentences

Using the method suggested in parentheses, combine each pair of sentences below into one sentence without creating a comma splice or fused sentence. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

The sun sank lower in the sky. The colors gradually faded.  (Subordinate one clause to the other.)

As the sun sank lower in the sky, the colors gradually faded.

*1. Some people think that dinosaurs were the first living vertebrates.  Fossils of turtles go back 40 million years further. (Supply a comma and coordinating conjunction.)

*2. Most other reptiles exist mainly in tropical regions. Turtles inhabit a variety of environments worldwide. (Subordinate one clause to the other.)

*3. Turtles do not have teeth. Their jaws are covered with a sharp, horny sheath. (Supply a semicolon.)

*4. Turtles cannot expand their lungs to breathe air. They make adjustments in how space is used within the shell. (Supply a semicolon and a conjunctive adverb or transitional expression.)

*5. Some turtles can get oxygen from water. They don’t need to breathe air. (Supply a semicolon and a conjunctive adverb or transitional expression.)

6. The exact origin of paper money is unknown. It has not survived as coins, shells, and other durable objects have. (Subordinate one clause to the other.)

7. Scholars disagree over where paper money originated. Many believe it was first used in Europe. (Subordinate one clause to the other.)

8. Perhaps goldsmiths were also bankers. Thus they held the gold of their wealthy customers. (Supply a semicolon.)

9. The goldsmiths probably gave customers receipts for their gold. These receipts were then used in trade. (Supply a comma and coordinating conjunction.)

10. The goldsmiths were something like modern-day bankers.  Their receipts were something like modern-day money. (Supply a semicolon.)

11. The goldsmiths became even more like modern-day bankers.  They began issuing receipts for more gold than they actually held in their vaults. (Subordinate one clause to the other.)

12. Today’s bankers owe more to their customers than they actually have in reserve. They keep enough assets on hand to meet reasonable withdrawals. (Supply a semicolon and a conjunctive adverb or transitional expression.)

13. In economic crises, bank customers sometimes fear the loss of their money. Consequently, they demand their deposits. (Supply a semicolon.)

14. Depositors’ demands may exceed a bank’s reserves. The bank may collapse. (Supply a comma and coordinating conjunction.)

15. The government now regulates banks to protect depositors.  Bank failures are less frequent than they once were. (Supply a semicolon and a conjunctive adverb or transitional expression.)

