EXERCISE 36.2

Revising: Comma splices and fused sentences

Correct each comma splice or fused sentence below in two of the following ways: (1) make separate sentences of the main clauses; (2) insert an appropriate coordinating conjunction or both a comma and a coordinating conjunction between the main clauses; (3) insert a semicolon and a conjunctive adverb or transitional expression between the main clauses; (4) subordinate one clause to

another. If an item contains no comma splice or fused sentence, circle the number preceding it. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

Carolyn still had a headache, she could not get the child-proof cap off the aspirin bottle.

Carolyn still had a headache because she could not get the child-proof cap off the aspirin bottle. (Subordination.)

Carolyn still had a headache, for she could not get the childproof cap off the aspirin bottle. (Coordinating conjunction.)

*1. Money has a long history, it goes back at least as far as the earliest records.

*2. Many of the earliest records concern financial transactions, indeed, early history must often be inferred from commercial activity.

*3. Every known society has had a system of money, though the objects serving as money have varied widely.

*4. Sometimes the objects have had real value, in modern times their value has been more abstract.

*5. Cattle, fermented beverages, and rare shells have served as money each one had actual value for the society.

6. As money, these objects acquired additional value they represented other goods.

7. Today money may be made of worthless paper, it may even consist of a bit of data in a computer’s memory.

8. We think of money as valuable only our common faith in it makes it valuable.

9. That faith is sometimes fragile, consequently, currencies themselves are fragile.

10. Economic crises often shake the belief in money, indeed, such weakened faith helped cause the Great Depression of the 1930s.

11. Throughout history money and religion were closely linked, there was little distinction between government and religion.

12. The head of state and the religious leader were often the same person so that all power rested in one ruler.

13. These powerful leaders decided what objects would serve as money, their backing encouraged public faith in the money.

14. Coins were minted of precious metals the religious overtones of money were then strengthened.

15. People already believed the precious metals to be divine, their use in money intensified its allure.

