EXERCISE 37.1

Revising: Mixed sentences

Revise the following sentences so that their parts fit together both in grammar and in meaning. Each item has more than one possible answer. If a sentence is already correct as given, circle the number preceding it. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

When they found out how expensive pianos are is why they were discouraged.

When they found out how expensive pianos are, they were discouraged. Or: They were discouraged because they found out how expensive pianos are.

*1. A hurricane is when the winds in a tropical depression rotate counterclockwise at more than seventy-four miles per hour.

*2. Because hurricanes can destroy so many lives and so much property is why people fear them.

*3. Through high winds, storm surge, floods, and tornadoes is how hurricanes have killed thousands of people.

*4. Storm surge is where the hurricane’s winds whip up a tide that spills over seawalls and deluges coastal islands.

*5. Among the hurricanes in history, they have become less deadly since 1950.

6. The reason for the lower death rates is because improved communication

systems and weather satellites warn people early enough to escape the hurricane.

7. By simply boarding up a house’s windows will not protect a family from a major hurricane.

8. The immediate danger of a hurricane is in how strong its winds are.

9. A hurricane that packs winds of 150 to 200 miles per hour can inflict terrible damage even on inland towns.

10. However, the worst damage to inland areas is when tornadoes and floods strike.

