EXERCISE 37.2

Revising: Repeated subjects and other parts

Revise the following sentences to eliminate any unneeded words.  If a sentence is already correct as given, circle the number preceding it. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

Scientists they use special instruments for measuring the age of artifacts.

Scientists use special instruments for measuring the age of artifacts.

*1. Archaeologists and other scientists they can often determine the age of their discoveries by means of radiocarbon dating. 

*2. This technique it can be used on any material that once was living.

*3. This technique is based on the fact that all living organisms they contain carbon.

*4. The most common isotope is carbon 12, which it contains six protons and six neutrons.

*5. A few carbon atoms are classified as the isotope carbon 14, where the nucleus consists of six protons and eight neutrons there.

6. Because of the extra neutrons, the carbon 14 atom it is unstable and radioactive.

7. What is significant about the carbon 14 atom is its half-life of 5700 years.

8. Scientists they measure the proportion of carbon 14 to carbon 12 and estimate the age of the specimen.

9. This kind of dating is most accurate when a specimen is between 500 and 50,000 years old then.

10. With younger specimens too little carbon 14 has decayed, and with older ones too little is left that the scientists can measure it.

