EXERCISE 39.1

Punctuating linked main clauses

Insert a comma before each coordinating conjunction that links main clauses in the following sentences. If a sentence is already correct as given, circle the number preceding it. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

I would have attended the concert and the reception but I had to baby-sit for my niece.

I would have attended the concert and the reception, but I had to baby-sit for my niece.

*1. Parents once automatically gave their children the father’s last name but some no longer do.

*2. Parents were once legally required to give their children the father’s last name but these laws have been contested in court.

*3. Parents may now give their children any last name they choose and the arguments for choosing the mother’s last name are often strong and convincing.

*4. Parents who choose the mother’s last name may do so because they believe that the mother’s importance should be recognized or because the mother’s name is easier to pronounce.

