EXERCISE 39.2

Punctuating introductory elements

In the following sentences, insert commas where needed after introductory elements. If a sentence is already correct as given, circle the number preceding it. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

After the new library opened the old one became a student union.

After the new library opened , the old one became a student union.

*1. Veering sharply to the right a large flock of birds neatly avoids a high wall.

*2. Moving in a fluid mass is typical of flocks of birds and schools of fish.

*3. With the help of complex computer simulations zoologists are learning more about this movement.

*4. Because it is sudden and apparently well coordinated the movement of flocks and schools has seemed to be directed by a leader.

*5. Almost incredibly the group could behave with more intelligence than any individual seemed to possess.

6. However new studies have discovered that flocks and schools are leaderless.

7. As it turns out evading danger is really an individual response. 

8. When each bird or fish senses a predator it follows individual rules for fleeing.

9. To keep from colliding with its neighbors each bird or fish uses other rules for dodging.

10. Multiplied over hundreds of individuals these responses look as if they have been choreographed. 

