EXERCISE 39.3

Punctuating essential and nonessential elements

Insert commas in the following sentences to set off nonessential elements, and delete any commas that incorrectly set off essential elements.  If a sentence is already correct as given, circle the number preceding it. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book. 

Example:

Elizabeth Blackwell who attended medical school in the 1840s was the first American woman to earn a medical degree. 

Elizabeth Blackwell, who attended medical school in the 1840s, was the first American woman to earn a medical degree.

*1. Italians insist that Marco Polo the thirteenth-century explorer did not import pasta from China.

*2. Pasta which consists of flour and water and often egg existed in Italy long before Marco Polo left for his travels.

*3. A historian who studied pasta says that it originated in the Middle East in the fifth century.

*4. Most Italians dispute this account although their evidence is shaky.

*5. Wherever it originated, the Italians are now the undisputed masters, in making and cooking pasta.

6. Marcella Hazan, who has written several books on Italian cooking, insists that homemade and hand-rolled pasta is the best.

7. Most cooks buy dried pasta lacking the time to make their own. 

8. The finest pasta is made from semolina, a flour from hard durum wheat.

9. Pasta manufacturers choose hard durum wheat, because it makes firmer cooked pasta than common wheat does.

10. Pasta, made from common wheat, gets soggy in boiling water.

