EXERCISE 40.1

Sentence combining: Related main clauses

Combine each set of three sentences below into one sentence containing only two main clauses. As indicated in parentheses, connect the clauses with a semicolon alone or with a semicolon plus a conjunctive adverb or transitional expression followed by a comma. 

You will have to add, delete, change, and rearrange words. Each item has more than one possible answer. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

The Albanians censored their news. We got little news from them.  And what we got was unreliable. (Therefore and semicolon.)

The Albanians censored their news ; therefore, the little news we got from them was unreliable.

*1. Electronic instruments are prevalent in jazz. They are also prevalent in rock music. They are less common in classic music.  (However and semicolon.)

*2. Jazz and rock change rapidly. They nourish experimentation.  They nourish improvisation. (Semicolon alone.)

*3. The notes and instrumentation of traditional classical music were established by a composer. The composer was writing decades or centuries ago. Such music does not change. (Therefore and semicolon.)

*4. Contemporary classical music not only can draw on tradition.  It can also respond to innovations. These are innovations such as jazz rhythms and electronic sounds. (Semicolon alone.)

*5. Much contemporary electronic music is more than just one type of music. It is more than just jazz, rock, or classical. It is a fusion of all three. (Semicolon alone.)

6. Most music computers are too expensive for the average consumer.  Digital keyboard instruments can be inexpensive. They are widely available. (However and semicolon.)

7. Inside the keyboard is a small computer. The computer controls a sound synthesizer. The instrument can both process and produce music. (Consequently and semicolon.)

8. The person playing the keyboard presses keys or manipulates other controls. The computer and synthesizer convert these signals. The signals are converted into vibrations and sounds.  (Semicolon alone.)

9. The inexpensive keyboards can perform only a few functions. To the novice computer musician, the range is exciting. The range includes drum rhythms and simulated instruments. (Still and semicolon.)

10. Would-be musicians can orchestrate whole songs. They start from just the melody lines. They need never again play “Chopsticks.”  (Semicolon alone.)

