EXERCISE 41.1

Revising: Colons and semicolons

In the following sentences, use colons or semicolons where they are needed, and delete or replace them where they are incorrect. If a sentence is already correct as given, circle the number preceding it. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

Mix the ingredients as follows sift the flour and salt together, add the milk, and slowly beat in the egg yolk.

Mix the ingredients as follows : sift the flour and salt together, add the milk, and slowly beat in the egg yolk.

*1. Sunlight is made up of three kinds of radiation; visible rays; infrared rays, which we cannot see; and ultraviolet rays, which are also invisible.

*2. Especially in the ultraviolet range; sunlight is harmful to the eyes.

*3. Ultraviolet rays can damage the retina: furthermore, they can cause cataracts on the lens.

*4. Infrared rays are the longest; measuring 700 nanometers and longer, while ultraviolet rays are the shortest; measuring 400 nanometers and shorter.

*5. The lens protects the eye by: absorbing much of the ultraviolet radiation and thus protecting the retina.

6. By protecting the retina, however, the lens becomes a victim; growing cloudy and blocking vision.

7. The best way to protect your eyes is: to wear hats that shade the face and sunglasses that screen out the ultraviolet rays.

8. Many sunglass lenses have been designed as ultraviolet screens; many others are extremely ineffective.

9. If sunglass lenses do not screen out ultraviolet rays and if people can see your eyes through them, they will not protect your  eyes, and you will be at risk for cataracts later in life.

10. People who spend much time outside in the sun; really owe it to themselves to buy a pair of sunglasses that will shield their eyes.

