EXERCISE 43.1

Revising: Quotation marks

Insert quotation marks as needed in the following paragraph. Answers to starred sentences appear at the end of the book.

*In one class we talked about a passage from I Have a Dream, the speech delivered by Martin Luther King, Jr., on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial on August 28, 1963:

*When the architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to feel heir. *This note was a

promise that all men would be guaranteed the unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

*What did Dr. King mean by this statement? the teacher asked.

*Perhaps we should define promissory note first. Then she explained that a person who signs such a note agrees to pay a specific sum of money on a particular date or on demand by the holder of the note. One student suggested, Maybe Dr. King meant that the writers of the Constitution and Declaration promised that all people in America should be equal. He and over 200,000 people had gathered in Washington, DC, added another student. Maybe their

purpose was to demand payment, to demand those rights for African Americans. The whole discussion was an eye-opener for those of us (including me) who had never considered that those documents make promises that we should expect our country to fulfill. 
