EXERCISE 50.1

Revising: Numbers

Revise the following sentences so that numbers are used appropriately for nontechnical writing. If a sentence is already correct as given, circle the number preceding it. Answers to starred items appear at the end of the book.

Example:

Addie paid two hundred and five dollars for used scuba gear.

Addie paid $205 for used scuba gear.

*1. The planet Saturn is nine hundred million miles, or nearly one billion five hundred million kilometers, from the sun.

*2. A year on Saturn equals almost thirty of our years.

*3. Thus, Saturn orbits the sun only two and four-tenths times during the average human life span.

*4. It travels in its orbit at about twenty-one thousand six hundred miles per hour.

*5. 15 to 20 times denser than Earth’s core, Saturn’s core measures 17,000 miles across.

6. The temperature at Saturn’s cloud tops is minus one hundred seventy degrees Fahrenheit.

7. In nineteen hundred thirty-three, astronomers found on Saturn’s surface a huge white spot 2 times the size of Earth and 7 times the size of Mercury.

8. Saturn’s famous rings reflect almost seventy percent of the sunlight that approaches the planet.

9. The ring system is almost forty thousand miles wide, beginning 8,800 miles from the planet’s visible surface and ending forty-seven thousand miles from that surface.

10. Saturn generates about one hundred thirty trillion kilowatts of electricity.

