Tech Tips 


How to Create a Videotape
1. Before starting to videotape your subject, you need to:

· Label the blank videotape with the date, location, brief description, and tape number.

· Keep tapes cool, dry, and away from the sun.

· Be sure you insert the tape correctly; the transport mechanism is rather delicate in a camcorder.  When you close the door, wait until it completes cycling—even it means missing a shot.

· Take notepaper and pencil to make notes during shooting.

· Have some zip-lock type bags to hold the tapes with their notes.

· Be familiar with your video equipment.

· Know which buttons to push, which special effects you can get (fading, etc.), and how you pause the videotaping.

· Purchase a camera with “steady shot” and try to be sure it has optical stabilization instead of electronic—if it’s affordable.

· Have a tripod with you; shaky pictures are not good.

· Charge all (at least three) of your batteries fully.

· Remember to take your power supply and an extension cord with you.  Also, take duct tape with you so you can tape the cords to protect those walking around the camera.

· Take extra lighting with you and an extension or wireless microphone.

· Think about the story you want your video to tell or the instructional objective for your video.  Describe the introduction, the body of the video, and the ending.

· Include plans for the audio to accompany the video shots.

· Break the story or purpose into individual scenes or vignettes.  Try to make each scene a complete “little” story in itself.

· Indicate the type of transitions (fades, wipes, dissolves, etc.) you want between scenes.

· Use a commercial tape eraser to wipe old tapes before reusing them.

· Carry two large plastic garbage bags to protect your camera and you in case it rains.

2. Remember that the better the lighting when you shoot, the better your videotape will be.  It may be worth purchasing a portable lighting outfit.  You will get more brilliant colors when you use extra lighting.

3. Avoid shooting into the sun.

4. Avoid back-lit scenes (shooting against an open window); use the back-light button if you have to shoot against the light to help compensate for the silhouette effect.

5. Shoot to edit—think about how the scenes will fit together before you shoot to make editing easier later.

6. Take an establishing (wide) shot at the beginning to tell the viewers where you are (street sign, bulletin board, store sign, etc.).  Try to have something in motion in the shot (leaves moving, people or traffic moving, etc.)

7. Stay on one subject for at least 10 seconds without zooming or panning to give room for editing later.

8. If you need to pan, move slowly and steadily with a consistent speed.  Pan in just one direction in a scene; avoid over-panning. 

9. If you must zoom, try to do it smoothly and slowly to set the context for the viewer but it’s hard to control the speed of a zoom and to stop right where it’s desired. Amateurs tend to overuse the zoom feature.  It is difficult to watch zooming in and out.  It’s better to stop shooting, zoom in, move to a different angle, and then take the next shot.

10. Use a tripod, or at least a monopod, where possible to insure a steady picture.  Be sure the tripod is level.  A tilted picture tends to cause tension in the viewer.  However, you should include a couple of scenes that you shoot while holding the camera off the tripod.

11. If a tripod isn’t available, keep your elbows in close to your body, turn your body at the hips rather than the shoulders to pan, and try to keep both eyes open while shooting to help see what’s around you.  You can also lean against a wall, door, or car, and breathe long but shallow breaths from the diaphragm to stay steady while shooting.  

12. Shakiness on hand-held shots will be worse if you zoomed in; tiny movements will be magnified, another good reason to move in close instead of zooming when you can.

13. Shoot about 10 seconds of video with the lens cap on at the beginning and end of your tape so it has a clean beginning and ending and you can edit a title, etc. in later.  If you plan to edit the tape, you might shoot each scene for five minutes so you have plenty of tape from which you can select the best portions.

14. Vary your picture angles to make the image more interesting.  

15. Shoot a number of close-ups and wide-angle shots that can be used to break up long sequences.

16. If you are videotaping children, get down on their level with the camera instead of shooting down at them.  This also helps with their sound quality.

17. Use the manual focus control when taping one person (or thing) or when people may walk in front of the lens and cause the automatic focus control to go in and out searching for the correct focus.

18. Instead of ending a scene by just cutting it off with the stop button, try fading or going out of focus (on manual focus setting), or pan onto a flickering candle or dimming lights.

19. Don’t center your subject in the viewfinder.  Use the rule of thirds: put the main character(s) one-third of the total viewing distance from either the right or left edge.  When the character is moving, keep two-thirds of the scene in front of them.  The only time to center anything is to study it.

20. It’s been said that 80% of what we learn from movies and TV is from the soundtrack.   Avoid having video scenes without sound (music, voice, or sound effects) unless it is planned deliberately to create a mood.

21. Although your brain will tend to leave out background noises, try to face your camera away from extraneous noises.  For example, turn your back to the parade while shooting spectators’ faces and comments.

22. Rather than zooming from across the room, move in close to get better sound and a clearer picture.

23. Connect a headset to your camera to monitor the sound while you shoot--especially if you are using a wireless or extension mic to be sure they are working.

If you follow most of these tips, your videos should be of better-than-average quality and your students should learn what your objective says they will learn.

You may also want to check out resources on the Internet for further details; the following are examples that helped provide background for these hints:

http://wy.essortment.com/videoscrapbook_raru.htm 

http://www.simacorp.com/tips.html
http://www.wvah.com/programs/realtv/tips.shtml
http://www.videoguys.com/family.html
http://www.angelfire.com/ar2/videomanual1/intro.html
http://www.ktavideo.com/hints.html
http://ruckus.org/man/videocam_tips.html#organize
