BLOg!  2nd entry for Multimedia Magazines: Communication for Change

April 7:  "images everywhere!" Personal Narrative
As you make your way through a day (or even just an hour), pay attention to the visual rhetoric that you find along the way – especially the magazines, newspapers, websites, and other publications that convey information through graphic design, artful persuasion, and strategic use of image + word. Take notes as you walk to catalogue the different types of visual persuasion you encounter and develop your visual literacy.  Then, write up your reflections on your observations into a personal narrative.  Discuss which types of magazines or other images you find most interesting and which you might like to try creating for your multimedia project!

I decided to look at the hour from 6:30 to 7:30 PM, which was right after I finished eating dinner.  What I first noticed as I was walking toward my room was my floor’s bulletin board (which is conveniently right outside my door).  The entire board was overflowing with flyers and posters that included members running for ASSU senate, fraternity rush information, various dance classes offered this quarter, a martial arts class, and a large poster for the upcoming spring musical, “Kiss Me Kate.”  The spring musical poster caught my attention the most despite the fact that other people had decided to post their flyers so that the poster was partially covered because it was the largest poster and had the largest writing.

After observing all of these flyers, I finally made it into my room.  After checking my e-mail and talking to a couple friends online, I began to look at some of the websites that I visit everyday.  First, I visited the CNN ezine for the news and read some of the articles.  The first article that I read was the headline article: “Coalition Forces Under Fire in Ramadi.”  It was about “the large-scale attack…mounted by suspected remnants of ousted Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein’s Baath Party” today, where a dozen U.S. Marines were killed and over twenty injured.  Learning that so many troops are still dying in the war in Iraq made me really sad.  I really wish that it would all end.  Anyways, I found it interesting in this article that they did not mention that ten Iraqi people were also killed until the middle of the paper, after several paragraphs had described several other times when American soldiers were attacked and killed on a large-scale over the last year.  Clearly, they were trying to downplay that Americans were also involved in killing and that our lives are much more important than theirs.  I also found the pictures that were used in this article very interesting (Figures 1-3). 

Figures 1-3: Images from CNN’s “Coalition Forces Under Fire in Ramadi,” accessed at http://www.cnn.com on 4/6/04

The two pictures of American soldiers shows them dressed in their military uniforms, lined up perfectly, and with relatively passive faces.  However, the one picture of Iraqi people is focused mostly on an arm that holds a knife and another that holds a machine gun, and the expressions on people’s faces in the background are angry.  I feel that the chaos and the focus on the knife and machine gun in the latter picture are definitely trying to convey that the Iraqi Shiite supporters are much more barbaric than the passive, ordered American soldiers.

Next, I read an interesting article about how food companies are using the new low-carbohydrate diet as a replacement for the low-fat diet in the 1980s by releasing many new low-carb products.  The article included a table of some of the new low-carb food products to illustrate how some of the major companies are hopping on the low-carb bandwagon  (Figure 4).

Figure 4: “Brands on the Low-Carb Bandwagon,” accessed at http://www.cnn.com on 4/6/04
Next, I visited the ESPN ezine, where I learned that UConn’s women’s basketball also won their NCAA championship.  The title of the article was very catchy: “2Conn … 3Peat.”  However, more importantly, I learned that the San Francisco Giants won their second game in the series against the Houston Astros (and are now 2-0 this season!).

Finally, I went to my favorite video game company’s website, Square-Enix.  Unfortunately, no new news had been posted, so the site was still very much the same as the last time I visited.  The site is fairly simple and easy to navigate, with very large pictures of their most recent game releases, which I find very effective because generally pictures catch my attention more quickly than words do.  For example, when I see an awesome picture of a dragon and a knight for one of their video games (Figure 5), I’m more inclined to check it out than when I simply read the videogame’s title, "Drakengard.”

Figure 5: Cool Image of Square-Enix’s “Drakengard” accessed at http://www.square-enix-usa.com/seui/index.htm on 4/6/04
After looking at all of these websites and flyers, I think that it would be really cool to create an informational ezine about current events that either focused on the war in Iraq or on recent political affairs right now.  Obviously, I would not have the time to make it as thorough as CNN, but it would be cool because I am very interested in these topics right now and want to learn more about them in the future.  Maybe I would be able to make it easier for people to follow and navigate than CNN’s website by using more visuals and less text, perhaps using a format similar to Square-Enix’s website, although I’m not sure what would be most effective, yet.

So, that was my hour!

-Nicholas Giacomini

