
To draw a paragraph idea map, follow these steps:

1. Write a shortened topic sentence at the top of your paper.

2. Then go through your paragraph sentence-by-sentence and list each
detail that directly supports the topic sentence.

3. If you spot an example of one of the details already listed, or a further
explanation of a detail, write it underneath the detail it relates to and
indent it.

4. If you spot a detail that does not support or is not related to anything
else, write it to the right of your list, as in the sample below.
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Topic sentence

1. ____________________

2. ____________________

3. ____________________

Detail

Detail

Detail

Example

Further explanation

Sample Revision Map

Unrelated Details

Relevant and Sufficient Detail
As you revise, you want to be sure you have provided enough information
about your subject and that all your details directly support your topic sen-
tence. Drawing an idea map allows you to see if you have explained each
detail adequately. You will also see immediately any details that are not
relevant.

Here is the first draft of a paragraph written by a student named Joe.
His idea map follows.

Draft 1

Currently, Herbalife is one of the top companies in the world for rate of growth
and also for leading the industry in research and development of nutritional
products. You may begin your own distributorship as I did with as little as 50
dollars. Your income potential depends on the effort you put forth. Herbalife
makes health products. It is backed by a team of doctors and scientists who
are the leaders in weight-loss research and maintenance on a daily basis.
Herbalife will continue to be a leader because its products are of high quality
and it cares about the health of the entire world. My involvement with
Herbalife is just beginning, and I look forward to a profitable future.

Visualize It!
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