SYLLABUS
EDU  570  EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is designed so that practitioners will be able to 

evaluate the results of educational research for use in a variety of educational settings and will be aware of the impact of recent major research studies on educational practices.  The participant will investigate the basic nature of educational research, along with the pertinent methods of data collection and analysis.  Emphasis will be placed on research problems, designs, and findings in the participant’s selected area of concentration.

Text: Slavin.  Educational Research in the Age of Accountability
OBJECTIVES: The students will:

· Understand the four levels of research.

· Identify well-written operational definitions of variables.

· Write an operational definition of a given variable.

· Identify reliability.

· Identify appropriate statistical procedures for estimating the reliability of an 

            instrument.

· Identify the weaknesses of statistical procedures.

· Define and identify validity and the factors that introduce invalidity into measurement.

· Describe the role of content validity, criterion related validity, and the construct

            validity in measuring outcome variables.

· Identify elements of educational measurement.

· Identify examples of well-constructed instruments including their strengths and 

            weaknesses.

· Identify major sources of bias.

· Identify strengths and weaknesses of each of the sampling procedures.

· Define and identify internal validity.

· Describe whom each treat to validity operates.

· Define research design and its purpose.

· Define and give examples of research hypotheses and research predictions.

· Describe the similarities and differences between theoretical and applied research.

· Perform analysis of data.

· Write a research report.

· Identify and describe the major components of a research report.

EXPECTATIONS OF COURSE:

1.  ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY is prepared with at least 10 entries on a topic of interest 

     to you.  Write a one or two sentence annotation for each entry.  Use at least 5 sources.

2.  RESEARCH ANALYSIS will be prepared for 4 research journal articles.  Prepare a one-page             analysis on each article.  (For format-see the bottom of the next page)

3.  RESEARCH PROJECT PROPOSAL is intended as a culminating activity for the entire

     course.  The student will design and develop a written report on an original research proposal.            This will be prepared with the following parts:

TITLE PAGE

CHAPTER I



Introduction and Rational

CHAPTER II



Review of the Literature

CHAPTER III


Methodology

BIBLIOGRAPHY


(Minimum of twenty items)

FACTORS FOR GRADING:
Participation (50)



50 points

Annotated Bibliography


20 points

Research Analysis (4 x 20)


80 points

Research Proposal


          330 points

       Title Page
10 pts.

       Chapter I 
75 pts.

       Chapter II          125 pts.

       Chapter III         100 pts.

       Bibliography
20 pts.

Oral Presentation of Research Project Proposal 
 20 points
           500 points


GRADING SCALE:
A = 500-450 (90%)

B = 449-400 (80%)

C = 399-350 (70%)

**ATTENDANCE:
I encourage you to BE ON TIME and ATTEND ALL CLASSES!!  
RESEARCH  PROJECT  PROPOSAL
CHAPTER I - Problem and Rationale
A. Introduction

B. Rationale

C. Research Problem (state as a question)

D. Hypothesis

E. Null Hypothesis (if a direct hypothesis is written)

F. Foreshadowed Problem

G. Definition
CHAPTER II - Review of Literature
A. Review of Literature (emphasis for)

B. Review of Literature (emphasis against, if any is found)
C. Summary
CHAPTER III - Methodology
A. Objective of the Present Study

B. Research Design

C. Sample

D. Measures

E. Consideration of Informal Consent (if needed)

BIBLIOGRAPHY
OUTLINE FOR RESEARCH ANALYSIS (write 4 for the 5 articles)
· Problem
· Hypothesis
· Procedure
· Finding
· Conclusion
· Bibliography or Reference
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