
Up to this point, you have been working with a general topic area or

possible topic for your proposed research study. Based on the

considerations you made in Chapter 1 and the determination of the most

appropriate type of research for your topic or problem you made in

Chapter 2, it is now time to refine—and further specify—your topic. In
addition to refining your topic, you will begin to specify your research

questions or hypotheses. Carefully consider your topic as you respond to

the following questions:

1. A possible topic or problem I am thinking of researching is:

.

2. A more broad research topic within my general topic area might be

.

3. A more narrow research topic within my general topic area might be

.

4. After careful consideration of my  responses to #1, #2, and #3, I

believe that my topic is researchable as stated (check one):

yes

no (if “no,” you’ll need to focus your topic before you go any

further)
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5. The problem statement for my proposed study is as follows:

The purpose of this study is…

.

6. I intend to use hypotheses to guide this research study (check one):

yes…why? (proceed to #7)

no…why not? (proceed to #8)

7. My hypotheses (both null and  research) are as follows: 

.

8. My research question(s) is(are) as follows: 

.

9. Possible assumptions for my study include: 

.

10. Possible limitations for my study include: 

.

11. Possible delimitations for my study include: 

.
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