Creative Practice: Working with Classical Rhetoric
One of the earliest rhetoricians, Gorgias, became famous for offering a unique argument on a familiar topic: Helen of Troy.  In his “defense of Helen,” he argued that the power of language made her leave with Paris and lead to the beginning of the Trojan War.  Look at his approach in the “Encomium of Helen,” and then ask yourself: if you had to write on this topic, what arguments could you make about it?
· Gorgias. Encomium of Helen. Reprinted in Rosamond Kent Sprague, ed. The Older Sophists: A Complete Translation by Several Hands of the Fragments. Columbia, South Carolina: University of South Carolina Press, 1972. 50-54. http://www.phil.vt.edu/mgifford/phil2115/Helen.htm
