Creative Practice: Narrowing a Topic
Try out the practice of narrowing a topic with a set of posters that build from a familiar wartime phrase: “Loose lips sink ships.”  The saying originated during World War II when anxieties about information leaks were at their height.  Examine the posters linked below and then complete a graphic brainstorm in order to develop a feasible topic for your essay.  Be sure that you narrow your topic from “Information Anxiety during World War II” to a more focused one that you might pursue in a 10-15 page research paper.
You might decide during your graphic brainstorm to focus your topic by identifying which images you’d like to write about or by generating key questions to ask about particular texts.  The more specific the questions you ask, the more focused your topic will be.

·  “A Careless Word, a Needless Sinking.” (1942) http://www.library.northwestern.edu/govinfo/collections/wwii-posters/img/ww1645-28.jpg 

·  “Someone Talked!”  (1942) http://www.library.northwestern.edu/govinfo/collections/wwii-posters/img/ww0207-04.jpg
· “Americans Suffer When Careless Talk Kills” (1943)  http://digital.library.unt.edu/permalink/meta-dc-613:1 
· “Wanted! For Murder.  Her Careless Talk Cost Lives” (1944) http://digital.library.unt.edu/permalink/meta-dc-348:1 
