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Writing Organized Paragraphs

In your project, it is important that each of your paragraphs be focused and well organized. If your readers lose track of your argument, or if they’re simply confused, then you haven’t done your work as a writer. 

After you have drafted your essay once, review it following the steps below, which were drawn from chapter 4. For the purposes of this exercise, focus only on the body paragraphs. Introductory and concluding paragraphs are unique, and they generally need to be dealt with separately. 

For each of your body paragraphs, answer the following questions using the space below or separate paper. 

1. What is this paragraph’s purpose in the project? 

2. Is this paragraph organized according to one of the seven strategies for organizing paragraphs, listed in chapter 4? If so, which one? 

3. Is the organizational strategy you have employed appropriate to the purpose of the paragraph? Why?

4. Does this paragraph need to be revised for organization in some way? If so, how? 

