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Worksheet 11
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Linking Your Paragraphs

It’s often easy to forget, as you work, that your project’s purpose and central points are not self-evident. As we note in chapter 4, by linking your paragraphs effectively, you can guide your audience through your project, emphasizing central points and making the turns in your own thought perfectly clear.

Follow these steps to examine and improve the paragraph links in your draft.  

1. What are the key terms in your project? Read through your draft and circle every use of these terms. Have you repeated these terms effectively? That is, have you repeated them so that your audience can track your central points and argument? 

2. Write a sentence explaining the link between each body paragraph and the one that precedes it; for example, “This paragraph rebuts the existing proposals, all of which were listed in the previous paragraph.” or “This paragraph describes my own experience at summer camp; I show that my experience was a lot like my sister’s.” Have you made this link clear in your draft? That is, will these links be perfectly clear to your audience? Revise any links that need further clarification. 

