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Writing an Effective Opening Paragraph

As we explain in chapter 4, an effective opening paragraph convinces your audience that your project is important to them and that you, as a writer, have their needs in mind. Also, openers usually state the thesis of your project and forecast how you’ll make your central points.

Experienced writers know that effective openers are easier to write after most of the project has been written. After you’ve completed a draft of your project, complete the following exercises, which will help you generate ideas for your opener. Use the space below or separate paper.

1. What will your audience expect in your project’s opening paragraph? Be as specific as possible in answering this question. Be sure to note what your audience expects in terms of not only content but also tone, length, and formatting.

2. What ideas, information, and/or questions do you need to include in your opener? Why?

3. Effective openers often include:

· A question

· A hard-hitting fact

· A pithy quotation

· Striking imagery

· An illustrative anecdote

· A description of a problem

· A concise thesis

· A description of a contradiction or paradox

· An odd or ridiculous fact

Write three introductions appropriate to your project, each one employing a different combination or selection of the items in the list above. 

4. Which of your three introductions is the most effective, considering your project, your purpose, and your audience. Why?

