(Faigley, The Penguin Handbook, Worksheet 13)

Worksheet 13
Name_____________________________

Class__________ Date_______________

Writing an Effective Closing Paragraph
In writing a closing paragraph, the challenge is to do something more than simply repeat what you’ve already said. This worksheet, which is drawn from chapter 4, will help you develop a range of ideas for your closing paragraph. 

Answer these questions as completely as possible. Use the space below or separate paper.

1. What will your audience expect in your project’s closing paragraph? Be as specific as possible in answering this question. Be sure to note what your audience expects in terms of not only content but also tone, length, and formatting.

2. What ideas, information, and/or questions do you need to include in your closer? Why?

3. Effective closers often:

· Issue a call to action

· Discuss the implications of your argument

· Explain the applications of your argument

· Make recommendations

· Speculate about the future

· Tell an anecdote that illustrates a key point

· Describe a key image

· Offer a quotation that expresses the essence of your argument

· Ask a rhetorical question

Write three closers appropriate to your project, each one employing a different combination or selection of the items in the list above. 

4. Which of your three closers is the most effective, considering your project, your purpose, and your audience. Why?

