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Worksheet 15
Name_____________________________

Class__________ Date_______________

Reading Another Writer’s Draft

In chapter 5, we discuss what to do when reading another writer's draft. First, don’t be intimidated! Just think of yourself as part of the writer’s intended audience. It’s your job to articulate, as fully as possible, your reaction to his or her draft. Also, remember that reading a peer’s draft is a great way of thinking about your own work.

Follow these steps when reading a peer’s draft.  

1. Number the paragraphs of the essay if the writer has not already done so. That way, you can refer easily to particular paragraphs when you communicate with the writer. 

2. If you can, ask the writer who his or her intended audience is, and what his or her central purpose is in the draft.  

3. Now, read the draft through at a normal rate without stopping. After you’ve done, write a sentence summarizing the writer’s main ideas. Write another sentence explaining what the purpose of the essay seems to be. (Make sure you make note if this second sentence differs from the writer’s description of his or her own purpose.)

4. Read the draft through a second time, this time looking closely at its content, its organization, and it completeness. Make notes in the margins or on a separate sheet of paper as you read. 

· Introduction: Does the writer’s first paragraph effectively introduce the topic? Does the introduction effectively connect with the audience and engage their interest?

· Thesis: Is the writer’s thesis clearly stated or implied? Note in the margin where you think the thesis is located.

· Focus: Does the writer maintain a consistent focus on his or her central points? Note any places where the writer seems to digress, or where the writer risks losing the audience’s attention. 

· Organization: Is the paper organized effectively? Does anything seem out of place? Did you have trouble understanding any part of the essay due to poor organization?

· Completeness: Do any sections or paragraphs lack key information or adequate development? 

· Sources: Are all sources cited correctly? If there are quotations, are they worked smoothly into the fabric of the writer’s prose?

5. Read the draft a third time, this time considering audience, style, and tone. 

· Audience: Has the writer effectively addressed his or her audience? What does the writer assume the audience knows and believes?

· Style: Is the writer’s style engaging? Is it appropriate to his or her project, purpose, and audience? 

· Tone: Is the tone appropriate for the writer’s project, purpose, and audience? Is the tone consistent through the draft?

6. When you have finished your third reading, write several sentences on each of the bulleted items above, referring to specific paragraphs in the draft by their number. Then end by answering these two questions:

· What does the writer do especially well in the draft?

· What one or two things would most improve the draft in a revision? 

