(Faigley, The Penguin Handbook, Worksheet 20)

Worksheet 20
Name_____________________________

Class__________ Date_______________

Thinking about Your Research Needs

As we point out in chapter 16, you’ll need to think carefully about the purpose and extent of any research necessary for the completion of your project. 

By answering the following questions as completely as possible, you can begin thinking about your specific research needs. Use the space below or separate paper.

1. Does your assignment give you any guidance regarding the focus and purpose of your research? If so, how?

2. List the ways in which your project’s audience will affect your research needs. (For example: “My instructor says that my audience is an academic audience. Therefore I need to find sources that academics will respect and find credible.”)

3. What kind of research are you being asked to do? Library research? Survey research? Field observations? If you aren’t sure, check with your instructor.

4. How will the length of your assignment determine the extent of your research? How many sources, for instance, are you expected to draw upon in completing your work?

5. What kinds of background research do you need to do, if any? Do you need to consult an encyclopedia, a dictionary, or some other reference tool before you begin your work? For instance, do you understand all of the key terms and concepts central to your project?

6. Consider your answers to the questions above, then make a detailed list of your research needs. (For example: “I need to find four editorials from well-respected newspapers, two arguing in favor of the death penalty and two arguing against it.” “I need to conduct an informal survey of my classmates regarding their opinions about the university’s online courses.”) Also, make note of all necessary background research, as well as any questions you still have. (For example: “This project is about Ernest Hemingway’s novella The Old Man and the Sea, and I’m still not sure I understand how a novella is different from a novel. Where can I find a definition of a novella?) Remember: reference librarians can offer you valuable assistance in your research. Don’t be afraid to ask even the most basic questions.  

7. Finally, consider the due dates for your project and all other project-related assignments (e.g., working bibliographies, topic proposals, rough drafts). Draft a detailed research and writing schedule, with specific dates. By what point do you need to have satisfied each of the research needs you listed in your response to question 6? At what point do you need to begin writing? Make sure you give yourself ample time to do each part of your project well. 

