(Faigley, The Penguin Handbook, Worksheet 5)

Worksheet 5
Name_____________________________

Class__________ Date_______________

Freewriting
As we note in chapter 3, experienced writers often freewrite to generate ideas. They also use this practice to figure out what they know and what they don’t know about their topics. 

Sit down someplace where you won’t be disturbed and begin writing everything you know about your subject. You might begin by explaining your purpose or your project’s importance, or by asking those questions that you’re still trying to answer. The important thing, though, is not where you begin, but that once you begin, you keep going. Write for at least ten minutes, letting your ideas flow. If you come to a dead-end, start with another line of thought. If you write something that seems dumb, that’s okay; just get it out and keep on writing. If you digress, don’t worry. Just keep thinking and writing and try to find a way back to your subject.

When you’re done, look back over what you’ve written, and then answer the following questions using the space below or separate paper. 

1. Did you generate any good ideas? If so, what are they?

2. Did you clarify some aspect of your project? If so, what? 

3. Did you clarify what you still need to work on or think about?

