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Making an Idea Map

In chapter 3, we explain that idea maps are useful inventional and organizational tools. By making an idea map, you can see not only how much you know about your topic, but also how your ideas and questions fit together. 

Get a pad of sticky notes or a stack of index cards. Write down the central ideas and questions you have for your project, one per card. Then write down all that you know (and maybe what you want to know) about your topic, again using one card for each idea, fact, or question. If you already know of sources that you plan to use, make a card for each of these, too. 

Arrange your cards on a large table or on the floor. Group together the cards that seem related, then make a title for each group (i.e., background of the problem, my experience with this issue, proposed solutions, etc.).

Some tips: 

· More ideas and questions will likely come to you as you complete this exercise. Make sure you make cards for them, too. 

· Don’t be afraid to regroup or resort your cards. Remember: this activity is not only organizational but also creative. By trying different organizational strategies, you might make connections you hadn’t made before. 

· If one idea or question seems to fit in more than one group, make additional cards for that item and place them in each group where it seems to fit. 

When you’ve written and sorted all of your cards, look over your idea map. Are you ready to develop a working thesis and a working outline? If so, move on. If not, explain in a brief paragraph what you need to do before moving on.

