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Developing a Working Thesis

In chapter 3, we note that you can give your work both focus and direction by developing a working thesis. 

Look back at all of the preliminary work that you did to generate ideas and questions about your project (i.e., asking questions, brainstorming, freewriting). If you made an idea map, pull it out and review it. 

Now, using these preparatory materials, answer the following questions using the space below or separate paper. 

1. What is your topic exactly? (Try to state your answer in specific terms.)

2. What points do you want to make about your topic? 

3. What is your purpose in this project? (Is it to reflect on your own experience? Is it to explain some aspect of your topic to a particular audience? Is it to argue for a position or for a course of action?) 

4. Develop a working thesis that draws on your answers to questions 1 and 2 and that reflects the purpose you described in your answer to question 3. 

